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Shelter seeks expansion as demand soars

BY ROBERTA BAKER
THE LACONIA DAILY SUN

LACONIA — The Laconia Salva-
tion Army is requesting architectural
drawings for an annex to its Carey
House homeless shelter on Spring
Street. It would contain a first-floor
cold-weather shelter with 10 to 12
beds. The addition would also include
six “safe beds” upstairs for homeless

patients referred by The Doorway pro-
gram at Lakes Region General Hos-
pital who need short-term housing
while their addiction medications are
balanced.

Salvation Army Capt. Scott Neal
said Friday the proposal is still in the
planning phase, and will ultimately
depend on community support and
fundraising success.

If built, it could prove a critical addi-

tion to local homeless shelters that are
operating year-round at or near capac-
ity, regardless of the weather, and reg-
ularly must turn people away, experts
say.

“Over the past five years, we've seen
a significant increase in the homeless
population in Laconia,” said Laconia
Police Chief Matt Canfield. “It’s one
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Deb Calley, at left, talks to Dawn Longval at Isaiah 61 Cafe in Laconia, where she delivered a
car full of donated warm clothing on Wednesday. (Adam Drapcho/The Laconia Daily Sun photo)
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Laconia woman
On a mission to
help homeless

BY ADAM DRAPCHO
THE LACONIA DAILY SUN

LACONIA — Deb Calley, 67, is at
a place in her life when she isn’t put-
ting up with it any more. A few years
ago, when she saw a man and a child
walking through the city without hats
or gloves, she decided to do something
about it.

This is now the third winter that
Calley, along with her grandson,
Cannon Neal, have collected warm
articles of clothing and made them
available to the homeless population in
Laconia. For the first two years, hats,
scarves and mittens were left tied to
branches and railings at Rotary Park.
This year, at the request of the city’s
Parks and Recreation Department,
Calley has found a dry place to leave
the outerwear, which now includes
sweatshirts and coats. On Wednesday
morning, she made her first delivery of
the year to Isaiah 61 Café, which offers
a warm gathering place and a hot,
midday meal to anyone who wants it.

see MISSION page 11
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Public drives mission by dropping warm clothing in boxes around city

MISSION from page 1

“These are beautiful,” Dawn Longval, one of the
founders of Isaiah 61 said as Calley helped volun-
teers unload the warm clothing, which filled both the
rear hatch and back seat of her Suzuki. “Thank you,”
Longval said.

The items had been donated by members of the
public, dropped into boxes at Vista Foods and Par-
adise Island Tanning. Some were new, some were
gently used, and many appeared to be hand-made by
someone skilled with a crochet hook.

In demand

Prior experience tells Calley that all of the items
will soon be picked up by people without a warm
place to escape winter’s cold. She knows what that’s
like, she said.

“I was homeless at 14,” she told Longval, when she
dropped off her shipment. “I would have given any-
thing for a blanket.”

Calley said her life was “ruined” by the woman her
father married when she was a girl. She was living
in Lynn, Massachusetts, at the time. “My stepmother
didn’t like me much,” she said. Her stepmother,
with assistance from her son and brother — Calley’s
stepuncle and stepbrother — tortured and abused
Calley while her father was at work, and when he
came home, she said, they lied to him about Calley’s
behavior while he was gone.

“From when I was 11 to when I was 14, I was abused
in every way you could be abused,” Calley said. She
resorted to hiding in her room until her dad got
home, which is when he and her stepmother would
start fighting. “I knew, when the arguing stopped, he
was going to come to my room with the belt.”

After three years, her stepmother finally convinced
her father that Calley was no good, so they turned
her out. “She packed two little suitcases for me and
stuck me out on the curb like garbage,” she said.

Calley found a way to survive on the street. She
slept under people’s porches, and waited until it was
dark enough to dig through trash cans for food. Then
she made her way to the neighboring town of Swamp-
scott, which she said was a better place to be a home-
less teenage girl. She made friends there, and the
mother of one of her friends got her enrolled in high
school. Eventually, she was able to get a job, and then
rented a room in a boarding house.

Secret relationship

And her father, full of regret, came to find her.
“He said, give me another chance, I'll never fail you
again. He kept his word until he died.” Her father
didn’t leave his wife, but he did go behind her back to
maintain a relationship with his daughter. That rela-
tionship continued until his death in 2007. He didn’t
want his daughter to have to face her abusers at his
bedside or at his funeral, so he made sure the funeral
home was instructed to allow Calley in, after the rest
of the bereaved had left, so she could be the last one
to say goodbye.

“I had to keep it quiet,” Calley said, “but I got my
dad back.”

Their relationship was a secret, until two years ago,
a decade after his death. Calley, who has finally come
to terms with the misfortune of her youth, said that
a defining moment for her came in 2017. “I sat down
and I wrote a letter to the three people who destroyed
my life,” she said. The letter, 20 pages long, included
every detail of each abuse and assault she suffered

at the hands of her stepmother, stepuncle and step-
brother. And she made copies of the letter, which she
also sent to their children, so that they could see the
full picture of their parent.

Calley said she can still recall the feeling that she
experienced when she dropped those letters into the
mailbox.

“I felt such a sense of relief that I finally held them
accountable for what they did to me,” she said. “It’s
been tough.”

If they set out to destroy her, they did not succeed.
After Calley graduated from high school, she got a job at
a nursing home as a nursing assistant, and she and one
of her new co-workers rented an apartment together.

She hit it off with a guy who lived across the hall
from her, and soon they were an item. After she really
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got to know him, there were things that came to
bother her about him. He was possessive of her, sus-
picious even, and he abused pharmaceutical drugs.
Calley was spending some time apart from him,
when, one night, she got a call. There had been a fire,
and her boyfriend didn’t make it out.

In her grief, Calley was consoled by some of her
boyfriend’s friends, people he had met through motor-
cycling and who lived in the Lakes Region. They per-
suaded her to leave Massachusetts, and she has lived
in the Laconia area ever since. She had a daughter
in 1985 and, although the marriage didn’t last, she
was able to give her daughter the life that she herself
was denied.

“l wanted my daughter to have the best life she

see next page
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Roger Stone guilty of witness tampering, lying to Congress

BY ASHRAF KHALIL AND

MICHAEL BALSAMO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — He was
proud of his reputation as a prac-
titioner of political dirty tricks
and frequently boasted about
the extent of his contacts and the
depth of his insider information.

Now Roger Stone, a longtime
friend and ally of President
Donald Trump, faces a prison
sentence for a collection of crimes
that essentially amounts to exag-
gerating how much he knew, then
lying and scrambling to keep
those boasts from being exposed.

Stone was convicted Friday
of all seven counts in a federal
indictment that accused him of
lying to Congress, tampering with
a witness and obstructing the

House investigation into whether
the Trump campaign coordinated
with Russia to tip the 2016 elec-
tion.

He is the sixth Trump aide or
adviser to be convicted of charges
brought as part of special counsel
Robert Mueller’s Russia investi-
gation.

Stone has denied wrongdoing
and consistently criticized the
case against him as politically
motivated. He did not take the
stand during the trial and his
lawyers did not call any witnesses
in his defense.

The Stone case could be the last
public gasp of the Mueller inves-
tigation, which wrapped up in
March. Mueller made clear that
his team never considered indict-
ing Trump because the Justice
Department prohibits the prose-

cution of a sitting president.

The evidence presented in the
trial didn’t directly address Muel-
ler’s conclusion that there was
insufficient evidence to prove a
criminal conspiracy between the
Trump campaign and Russia to
tip the outcome of the 2016 presi-
dential election in Trump’s favor.
But it provided new insight into
the scramble inside the Trump
campaign when it was revealed
in July 2016 that the anti-secrecy
site WikiLeaks was in posses-
sion of more than 19,000 emails
hacked from the servers of the
Democratic National Committee.

Witnesses highlighted how
Trump campaign associates were
eager to gather information about
the emails, which the U.S. says
were hacked by Russia and then
provided to WikiLeaks.
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could have,” Calley said.
“T couldn’t be more proud
of the woman and mother
she’s become.”

When Calley moved
to New Hampshire, she
found a career working in
food service. She doesn’t
work anymore. Instead
she spends time with her
oldest grandson, Cannon
— “He’s a little man with
an old soul,” she said —
and thinks of worthy
ways to spend her time.

She found such a

worthy cause a few years
ago in Laconia, when she
saw a man carrying a
young boy, both suffering
without enough protec-
tion from the elements.

“You could tell they
were freezing. 1 said,
there’s too much of that.”
Once she noticed that
scene the first time, she
said she began seeing
people out on the street,
without hats or gloves, far
more frequently. “It’s just
not right. I just do what I
can do.”

What she can do, she

found, is to put out boxes
for people to drop off
winter wear that they
can part with. She will
keep up all winter, and
plans to next year as
well, and has reached
into her own pocket when
the supply hasnt met
the need. This year, she’s
started a GoFundMe
page for people who want
to help with cash dona-
tions. “Everybody has two
or three jackets hang-
ing around, two or three
hats that they don’t wear,
bring them down so they

can use them,” she said.

Calley’s life has been
far from easy. But, she
said, the struggle has
been worthwhile.

“Don’t ever give up,”
she said. “As tough as
times may be for you,
pick yourself back up
and move forward. Life is
precious. I am so grateful
for my daughter and two
grandsons.”
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To contact Adam Drap-
cho, send him an email at
AD@laconiadailysun.
com.
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