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The first round of Children’s Auction grant recipients gathered at the Belknap Mill on Friday morning, receiving a total of $151,500 less than a week after the auction’s close.
(Adam Drapcho/The Laconia Daily Sun photo)

Money raised by

Children’s Auction
already at work in
local communities

By ApAM DRAPCHO
THE LACONIA DAILY SUN

LACONIA — Less than a week
after raising a record-breaking
$603,032, the Greater Lakes Region
Children’s Auction has already put
about a quarter of that amount to
work in the community, awarding

$151,500 to 17 local nonprofit orga-
nizations who provide basic needs
for children.

The balance of the money will be
awarded later, to organizations that
work to eliminate or mitigate the
need for basic services to children,
to improve the lives of children or
enhance other agencies’ ability to

deliver their services, or to agen-
cies that provide an educational or
recreational opportunity that local
children may not otherwise be able
to afford.

“I want to thank you all for all the
fantastic things you do in the com-
munity,” Jaimie Sousa, president of
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Looking for that special gift to keep your family
safe and warm this holiday season?

GENERATOR PACKAGES

starting at $2800 including:

* 8000W Portable Generator w/Electric Start

* 20 ft. Generator Cord

* Delivery, Installation and Testing the System
* Portable generator packages are based on the power inlet box being within 5 feet of the manual transfer switch.

* Manual Transfer Switch
* Power Inlet Box
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© NH Lottery
© Western Union e Fax
 Standard Copies
* NH Electric Co-Op Payments
* Postage Stamps
o Calling Cards
« Film Processing
© ATM inside store
We Accept Discover Card,
Master Card, Visa, MAC Cards
& SNAP EBT Cards
Find us on
Facebook
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Sat., December 14"
through
Fri., December 20

We reserve the right to limit quantities
and to correct typographical errors.
lllustrations are for design purposes

only and do not necessarily depict
featured items.

Dealer In Most Everything

#LaconiaCityBoxscore

Fall/Winter Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 7am-7pm
Frid. 7am-8pm e Sat. 7am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

Centre Harbor, NH - Tel. 253-4312
www.heathsmarket.com
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Inauguration, open house await

BY RICK GREEN
THE LACONIA DAILY SUN

Sugardale

Spiral Cut Ham /

5 Ib. pkg. California Peelz
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LACONIA — The inauguration of Mayor-elect Andrew Hosmer and the
Laconia City Council will be held 7 p.m. on Jan. 9 in the Belknap Mill.
Mayor Ed Engler did not seek re-election, and Hosmer defeated Rep.

Peter Spanos to win the post.

see CITY page 11
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the Children’s Auction board, said on
Friday morning to a small group of
people representing organizations that
each walked out with a check ranging
from $2,000 to $30,000.

Those dollars will be put to imme-
diate use, to provide food, clothing,
Christmas presents or emergency
medical care.

“You have no idea how many smiles
you put on kids’ faces, all year long,”
said Nora McNeil, a captain with the
Salvation Army, which operates a food
kitchen and homeless shelter in Laco-
nia.

A new recipient this year, Dawn
and Dave Longval from Isaiah 61
Café received a $5,000 grant. The café
provides a hot meal, a place to gather
and feel welcomed, and other basic
services every weekday for people
who are homeless or at risk of becom-
ing homeless. Dawn Longval said the
money will be used for food, operat-
ing costs and Christmas gifts. Their
organization serves about 20 chil-
dren — and counting. “It’s increased so
much,” she said, “and it just seems to
be growing.”

Ellen Young, a recently retired school
nurse, accepted a gift of $3,000 for Got
Lunch Ashland and Holderness, which
provides local children with lunches
during the summer, and vouchers for
milk, bread and other basics at a local
grocery store during vacations.

“Thank you, this has been so great,”
Young said.

Paula Ferenc, executive director of
the Belknap House, said the $5,000
grant they received would be used to
provide winter clothing for the fami-

lies that come to stay in the year-round
homeless shelter.

“We have five families right now,”
Ferenc said, adding that the shelter
was at capacity almost immediately
after opening its doors. “And we've
been getting calls daily... The support
that the Children’s Auction is offer-
ing us has been huge. They don’t have
snowpants, they don’t have jackets,
they don’t have boots,” she said of her
clients. “The Children’s Auction has
been very generous to the Belknap
House, we've been very grateful for the
help.”

Warren Bailey, a board member and
founder of the auction, turned the grat-
itude right back to the people gathered
for the ceremony.

“It just is amazing how many lives
you touch, you do all the heavy lifting,
God bless you for what you do.” Bailey
added, “It’s amazing how much a com-
munity this size comes up with. It’s
because they care, there’s a lot of love
in this community.”

Other recipients include:

¢ Christmas Village, $5,000

¢ Gilford Got Lunch, $2,500

e Got Lunch Campton-Thornton,
$2,000

¢ Got Lunch Interlakes, $7,000

e Got Lunch Laconia, $30,000

e Hands Across the Table, $2,000

e Interlakes Christmas Fund, $7,500

e Santa Fund of the Greater Lakes
Region, $25,000

¢ St. Vincent de Paul, $20,000

¢ The Pass Along Project, $5,000

¢ The Salvation Army, $15,000

e Tilton Northfield Christmas Fund,
$5,000

¢ Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pantry,
$7,500
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